
SPACE JUSTIFICATION DOCUMENT

ICD: Division of Computer Research and Technology

Date: January 31, 1996

I. Project Description and Scope

A. Kind and Amount of Space Requested

Administrative Office space 14,000 sq. feet

B. Program Type:

Existing Program
Expansion involving the consolidation of Data Centers

C. Date Space is needed: As soon as possible

D. Description of Program Activity

The DCRT Computing Facilities Branch has responsibility for the
operation of the NIH centralized data processing facility.

E. Are there location requirements? If so, justify required location:

The NIH Computer Center central facility is located in Building 12,
which is dedicated to housing the necessary hardware involved in
operation of a large mainframe activity. There has been a significant
investment made so that the hardware is set up in a specialized
environment involving raised floors, controlled ‘temperatures, sprinkler
systems, and an uninterruptable power supply. The staff being assigned to
support the Computer Center should be co-located within walking distance
to the facil i ty.



II. Programmatic Justification for Space Request:

In FY95, OMB directed agencies to consolidate data centers to a
specified minimum size. Soon after, DHHS began to plan what steps it
should take to comply with OMB directive. This planning work has led to
the recommendation that the NIH Computer Center, operated by DCRT,
become one of two ‘or three major consolidated data centers within the
Department. While a final decision will not be made until the March/April
1996 timeframe, it appears highly likely that DCRT’s staff will grow by
approximately 140 by the end of FY98 as a direct result of an influx
employees from other data centers.

To house this increase in staffing levels, DCRT proposes an enlargement of
Building 12B by constructing the additional two floors for which the
building was initially designed. The two additional floors would be used
exclusively for office space.

Until enlargement of 12B is completed, DCRT will need access to
equivalent on or off campus space to house staff.

Ill. Explain why current ICD space cannot be used to accomodate proposed
program:

DCRT is currently at over capacity in assigned space, and despite
efforts to make more efficient use of current space, could not begin to
accommodate this additional requirement.

IV. Staffing

Current staffing of Computing Facililty Branch: 144

Proposed staffing of Computing Facility Branch: 284


